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Exceptional Educational Experiences 

Term 2.   June 23rd, 2015. 

2015 DATES TO REMEMBER  
 

Friday 26th June @ 12:30pm.       Showcase afternoon 

For parents, community and prospective families. 

Includes; Jump Rope for Heart demonstrations, 

music performance and pizza lunch.  
 

Mon 29th June  – Fri 10th July.       OSH Vacation Care 

Call Pam on  0448 298 467 for bookings  

See school website for details and excursion dates.  
 

Monday 13th July.                                   Term 3 begins 
 

Friday 9th October  Cluster Kitchen Garden Fundraiser 
 

Monday’s from 9th November – 8th December.  

Prep orientation program                  9am - lunchtime 

 

NOW TAKING ENROLMENTS FOR 2016 
We are now taking enrolments for the 2016 school 

year. Prospective parents are invited to visit the 

school. We will be having a showcase afternoon on 

Friday 26th June. Students are organising the day 

which will begin at 12:30pm sharp and include a 

demonstration of their skipping skills, as well as 

music performances. This is a great opportunity for 

prospective parents to see what our students are 

doing. Pizza from our wood fired oven is also 

provided for students, families, volunteers and 

community members. Prospective parents are 

certainly encouraged to come to the event. 

(Please RSVP to assist with catering. 

Call the school on 57 298 286). 

Every day is ‘Open Day’ at Whitfield District Primary 

School, please feel welcome to pop in and see our 

great school in action for yourself. Our Prep 

orientation program is on Mondays and begins on 

the 9th November this year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT TO THE COMMUNITY. 
I hope you enjoy reading this year’s community 

newsletter from Whitfield District Primary School. If 

you have been following our newsletters online or 

reading it on the noticeboard at the front of the 

school (or on the Cheshunt shop window), no 

doubt you will already know all about the amazing 

array of experiences, learning activities and 

opportunities our students get at our fantastic rural 

school.  

 

Students are the journalists for our regular fortnightly 

school newsletters. We use this ‘authentic’ writing 

time to hone the students writing and 

communication skills.  

You will also be able to learn about all the 

exceptional educational experiences that are 

available to our students here at Whitfield. You’ll 

probably also discover that we have great kids who 

love coming to school to learn, develop and lead.  

 

It is getting more difficult each year to summarise 

the learning activities and opportunities of the 

previous 12 months and to include an article from 

every student as the numbers of both continue to 

grow. But it is a great problem to have.  

 

Providing our students with authentic learning 

activities is what our school prides itself on. What 

better way to learn how to double 2/3 than 

doubling a recipe and seeing what 2/3 + 2/3 of a 

cup of flour makes, (4/3 – which is the same as 1 & 

1/3). Newsletters, project plans, posters & flyers, 

making phone calls & sending emails to real people 

(not just mock class situations), provides great 

activities in which to teach and develop a child’s 

literacy skills.  

 

Each student at Whitfield designs and reviews his or 

her own Learning Goals in Literacy, Numeracy and 

well as a Personal Goal.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Stage not Age’ is an important philosophy at 

Whitfield. Students are given tasks and grouped 

according to their developmental needs. A grade 

3 who can add decimal numbers to the 

thousandths can work with students on level 5/6 

work for decimals, they’re not restricted to grade 3 

level work. 

 

The staff play a huge part in creating the 

environment that makes our students hungry for 

learning.  Engaging, authentic, learning activities 

that are targeted at each student’s learning needs 

creates this classroom and school environment. We 

have a very well-resourced school with 1:1 



computer or iPad to student ratio, interactive 

whiteboards in each room, magnificent grounds, 

sporting equipment & facilities and class resources. 

The staff in 2015 at Whitfield are: 
 

Grade Prep – 2  Dianne Feldtmann (Expert) 

Grade 2 – 4  Claire Bradbury (Expert) 

Grade 4 – 6  Mark Van Bergen  (Principal) 
 

 

Italian   Peg Twitchett  (Wed) 

Private instrumental lessons Claire Bradbury  

(drums, flute, piano, guitar,voice)  
 

Office manager  Pam Spencer (Tue/Wed) 

Education support Jill Schiller     (Mon-Thur)  

O.S.H. Pam Spencer    (Mon-Fri) 
 

*The school is also serviced by visiting Art van 

and Library van fortnightly. 

 
Thanks also needs to go to our volunteers at the 

school who offer with listening to reading, 

gardening, student projects, hot lunches, and 

school activities and excursions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I hope you enjoy reading about    

what has been happening at your 

local school over the past year 

and I invite you to come and see our school for 

yourself and see how you can play a part in 

educating the students in our community.             

Thanks  
 

 
Mark Van Bergen (Principal) 
 

  
The Foundation students (Preps) have made such a 

fantastic start to their schooling at Whitfield. They 

have completed their first story in literacy which we 

would love to share some of them with you in this 

newsletter. Well Done !! 
 

The Blue Tongue Lizard.     By Declan  

The Blue Tongue Lizard went for a walk.  

He found Declan and Seamus and Mum and Dad. 

They took the blue tongue lizard home. 

 

 

 

 

 

Saddle Club     By Casey 

Selvie was a horse who lived in a beautiful stable 

they went to the Saddle club. Corrie rode the horse. 

Corrie loved the horse. They found treasure at the  

Rainbow. Then they went to see the  

mermaids. The Princess mermaid  

gave Corrie treasure. Corrie  

took the treasure home. 

 

 

Annie and Noah.        

By Normie 

Annie and Noah were best  

friends they played and played.  

They loved each other so much that they got 

married. Then they kissed and kissed and kissed. 

Then a dragon came he wanted to eat them but 

they were too fast. They jumped into a hollow tree 

then the dragon burnt the tree down so they ran 

home to the castle. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BOOK CLUBS 
In the ‘Pros’ class we are doing book clubs and we 

have a book that we all read. There are two 

different groups. In one book club we are reading 

‘Loyal Creatures’ in the other group they are 

reading ‘A Day to Remember’. Both these books 

are about the ANZACs.  
 

What we do is we all read a part of the book (the 

same part), then we get together and talk about it. 

We might say what we liked, we might have a 

question or we may highlight a word that we think is 

interesting. We write all that down on a 

membership grid. We all really like book club.  

By Hunter and Viveka   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEWSLETTERS EMAILED STRIAGHT TO YOU 
If you would like to receive these newsletters via 

email, just put ‘newsletter’ in the subject 

and I will put you in our newsletter database.  

van.bergen.mark.e@edumail.vic.gov.au 

mailto:van.bergen.mark.e@edumail.vic.gov.au


 
We have built a sustainable model house that has 

quite a few features including solar energy, a 

battery room and a tree that sits out the back for 

shade we also have a solar powered fan to cool 

down the house. We have a bucket under the 

shower to save water, fire place, water tank, timers, 

double glazed windows, chook house, garden, 

chook food, a sustainable sink, roof, straw, mud 

brick, bamboo floor, recycled material furniture 

and eco-friendly paint. One crucial thing is solar 

energy because we can’t just keep burning coal.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LIBRARY 
In library the Epics have been making living things in 

3D they made little models of living things. “We did 

projects on living things,” said Daphne. Amilie did a 

little project on living things, she made little trees out 

of paper.  

In library the Pros have been making posters about 

living things. Viveka and Cheniqua did an 

experiment on living things and turned flowers blue 

and they are growing snow peas in a tissue, snow 

peas in dirt, and an acorn. They also are making a 

tomato go rotten in a plastic bag because the 

plastic bag is like a hot house. Some of the Pros 

have been researching information on living things 

in the lesson.  

Some of the kids got to keep some of the old books 

from the library bus. 

By Bella and Daphne 

 

 
 

 

 
Maths in the ‘Pros’ Classroom 
In maths we are doing some 

multiplication in five minute 

maths, some kids are using 20 

sided die for a challenge others 

are working with a 12 sided die. 

Also in maths the big kids have 

started fractions. We have done 

some fractions on Mathletics. 

We have also been doing fractions in our books. 

We roll a pair of dice. An example might be we get 

5 and an 8 we would write that fraction in our book 

like this 5/8. Then we roll again, if we get a 1 and an 

8 then we would write 1/8 in our book and see 

which fraction is bigger, then we would do a 

greater or less than sign (>  <) or equals sign( = ) to 

say which fraction you would get more out of, or if 

its equal.   

By Xander 

 

MONEY 
It is a great time of year to keep looking for 

incidental learning in the area of money.  

It was quite amazing that for our grade 3-6 camp to 

Wilsons Prom earlier this term our budget for 

groceries was only $2.50 off the actual cost at the 

supermarket checkout. Amazing!  The students did 

a fantastic job and working out quantities (to feed 

20), checking and comparing prices prior to the 

trip. 

Most importantly we ate really well too, with almost 

no wastage. Well Done! 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

ATHS MATHS 
In maths, we are now using our measurements to 

look at improvement, to construct graphs, 

averages and percentage improvement.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
*Prep-2 Long Jump measurements. Before & after sports. 

*Grade 4-6 Aths Graphs, including averages. 
 

CROSS COUNTRY 
This year we had 13 students participate in the Zone 

Cross Country. All 13 finished in the top half of 

competitors. Well Done! We had Tom, Charlotte, 

Sophie and Yasi make it through to the Regional 

race in Broadford. Again all  

finished in the top half! 

Congratulations to Yasi who  

finished 7th and is now off to 

the State Cross country  

in July. 



 
PERSONAL BEST ATHLETICS 
The Awesomes’ (Prep-2 class), have written their 

personal highlights of the Personal Best Sports Day.  
 

Casey  

There were lots of people. 

I did high jump. I liked  sprint. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Zoi 

I liked high jump. 
 

Ollie 

I went to Sport. I got a medal. I beat 5 of my scores. 

I came 4th in sprint and I came last at long 

distance. I liked sport. 
 

Melita 

I like triple jump. 

I played with Mikaylee. 
 

Emily 

I broke 3 records.  

I won a medal. 
 

My First Sports Day by Declan 

I liked my 2 ribbons. 

I came third in my class. 

I liked me poking my tongue out. 
 

Delilah  

I got a ribbon. I did high Jump. 
 

Normie 

I liked my ribbon and I liked running too. 

 

Isabelle 

I liked long jump and high jump  

and triple jump.  

I liked it when I smiled.  
 

Toria  

I liked high jump. I came third. Aroha came to the 

sports. 
 

Amy 

On Friday I did sprint.  

I came second. I got a  

ribbon. I got 6 PB’s.  

This is me having a race  

with Casey, Normie and Emily. 
 

Emilio 

At Sports day I liked high jump. I got 80cm, it was 

one of my personal bests. I had fun. 

Paul  

On Friday we went to Sports Day. I bet my high 

jump. I did my best in high jump. I got 84cm. I got a 

ribbon. 

 

GARDENING 
In our gardens we have buddies. 

Our buddies help us older kids weed and maintain 

the garden. Every Monday we harvest the yummy 

food with our buddies. 

On Monday we went cooking with lots of corn, 

cucumber, tomatoes, potatoes, herbs, eggs from 

our lovely chickens. After we went cooking we all 

weeded the lovely gardens, we got lots of weeds 

out! We’re all looking so forward to having our 

gardens weedless. By Cheniqua and Mikaylee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COOKING 
There are 5 different cooking stations in cooking; 

our group is cooking station (cucina) number three. 

In our group we have Sophie, Xander, Cheniqua 

and Charlotte R (Sophie is our group leader.) We 

normally have Heather as our helper.  

We have made zucchini slice and for some reason 

we have cooked potato fritters twice, we also 

made little apple pies. With our apple pies we 

mucked it up because we cut everything too small 

so we had to make our apple pies with no pastry. 

All the food has been very tasty.    

By Xander, Sophie and Cheniqua 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
In our group there is Darcy, Kalika, Daphne, Lachlan 

and Pippa. On the first week of cooking our group 

made corn fritters with yogurt, it was fun but when 

the oil splatted out of the pan it hurt. The second 

week our group made zucchini fritters with yogurt, it 

was hard cutting up the zucchini. The third week we 

made potato cakes. The last week we made Anzac 

cookies but they were very crumbly but they were 

nice. By Lachlan and Pippa.     

Reminder: Keep the date free. Friday 9th October is 

the Cluster Kitchen Garden Fundraiser at Whitfield 

Rec Reserve. Featuring performer ‘Paris’.   



CUCINA 2 
In our group Toby is the group leader and Mikaylah, 

Charlotte P, Angus and Cope are in our group; we 

are supervised by Jill.  

Our past four recipes have been delicious. We 

have cooked peach muffins; bolognaise sauce for 

the year 6 sailing camp, hokie pokie cookies for the 

3-6 music camp and lamb racks with ratatouille. 

The bolognaise sauce was the best. The 3-4’s in our 

group have been developing some really good 

cooking skills.  

At the end of each lesson our group has to find 

everything in the Cucina store cupboard. We think 

that the cooking program is an awesome 

experience for kids to learn how to cook and how 

to be safe around the kitchen.  

By Toby, Mikaylah and Charlotte P 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MUSIC 

CLUSTER MUSIC DAY 
On Monday 2nd March was the music day. It was at 

15 Mile Creek, the 3-6’s from the King Valley cluster 

were there. There were about 80 people. There 

were 4 groups: 5-6 blue, 5-6 orange, 3-4 green and 

3-4 red. There was a guy called Shaba who came 

from Ghana!!  He showed us some of his drumming 

then we played drums with him. He would call and 

we would respond. We made up a song and then 

made up a dance. We had 45 minutes each then 

swapped the groups around, then we had morning 

break.  By Darcy & Summer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MUSIC 
On Monday 3-6’s went to 15 Mile Creek for music 

day!!! There were 4 workshops and 4 groups. The 

groups were 5-6 blue, 5-6 orange, 3-4 red and 3-4 

green. At the end of the day we put on a show. The 

5-6’s played The Lion Sleeps Tonight, Benowa  and 

played a song on the Djembes. The 3-4’s did an 

African  dance and songs: Funga Alafai & Che Che 

Coule.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INSTRUMENTAL CONCERT 
The 3rd Whitfield Instrumental Music Concert was 

held at the Cheshunt Hall. Congratulations to all the 

students who performed. It was fantastic to see 

such a wide range of music performed by students 

with such confidence. There were solos, duo’s and 

band performances. It was also amazing to hear a 

number of original compositions as well. Well done 

to all students, Miss B and parents. 

We’re incredibly fortunate to be able to offer such 

experiences to our students.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
THANK YOU FROM ‘Umoja’ - Tanzania 
Pippa and Summer have received a ‘thank you’ 

email from the Umoja organisation in Tanzania for 

their amazing fundraising efforts. The girls ‘Trivia 

Night’ last term raised $1158 for Umoja’s  

education programs in  

Tanzania, Africa.  

Well done girls! 

A fantastic achievement! 

 

CLEAN UP AUSTRALIA DAY 
On Friday Whitfield District Primary School students 

cleaned up Whitfield. P-2 cleaned up our school 

and the town football ground. We found aluminum 

cans, a ball, a tiny jaw bone, glass, plastic, straw 

wrappers, paper, straws, food wrappers, a 20 cent 

coin from 1975, a rubber, hard plastic, a beer 

bottle, tissues, cardboard, 2 plastic bags, wire, 

metal and foil.   

 

 

 



CLEAN UP AUSTRALIA DAY 
The 3-6 students cleaned up around the streets of 

Whitfield, they found plastic bags, cigarette butts, 

food wrappers, wood, bottle caps, glass, cans and 

$2.00  All together we only had 1/3 a bag of rubbish 

and about a 1/4 of a bag of recyclables. 
 

We think Whitfield was pretty clean but we can do 

better. 

Remember don’t litter. It could be dangerous to 

wildlife or people. Glass bottles can cause fires and 

it just doesn’t look good.  By the Prep – 2 students 

 
SCHOOL VALUES – iMovies 
In groups we made iMovies about the values of our 

school. They were team work, honesty, goal setting, 

respect, communication and learning. 

We did them in groups of six. We made them from 

the small trailers on iMovie. Some of them were 

funny, some had good learning skills. You can 

choose from lots of themes like pirate, Bollywood, 

neon and horror. It was lots of fun. 

By Viveka and Charlotte 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW THINGS IN OUR SCHOOL 
We have new whiteboard tables and new laptops 

and new ‘iPad airs’. There are new doors in the 

classrooms and you can see through the doors, see 

what people are doing and they keep the cool air 

in and the hot air out in Summer. In the playground 

Lindy and Mat are doing an upgrade to the 

playground. They are building a bridge over a pipe 

that you can walk through. They’ve done a great 

job! 

 

 

 

 

 

In the classroom there are new cushions and 

stencils, there are new chairs as well. There is one 

new classroom. We have new little preps in the 

school. We have a new teacher as well. The new 

Italian teacher is called Ms Twitchett. Our school 

thinks she's good. We have new books to read too. 
 

We have plants growing in the gardens, we are 

growing sprouts at the moment. 

By Jayden, Edan and Kalika.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW PREPs  (and their buddies) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                               
       (From Top Left) Normie & Yasi, Pippa  

         & Casey, Melita & Mikaylah 

          (From Middle Left) Delilah & Sophie, 

          Declan & Toby, Emily & Hunter. 

          (Bottom Left) Isabelle & Jayden. 

 
We have 7 new Prep students this year and they 

have made a fantastic start to their schooling and 

their buddies have been great in supporting them. 
 

PROJECTS 
How to draw dragons. 

My project is drawing dragons. I want to get better 

at my drawing. I want to be able to not look at 

instructions or at pictures, a book or paintings or 

anything. I have drawn 3 cartoon dragons. I have 

drawn a dragon’s eye and I’m going to draw more 

throughout  

the year and  

I hope you  

like pictures  

I have drawn.  

By Jayden 

 



PROJECTS 
Woodwork 

In projects so far we have been looking inside the 

woodwork trailer and practising skills. There are 6 

toolboxes, saws, safety goggles, clamps, hammer, 

tape measures and much, much more.  

There are 5 people doing woodwork, Yasi, 

Cheniqua, Mikaylah, Isabella and Tom. 

Week 1 we cleaned the garden shed and rang 

Dan to ask him if he could teach us some skills. Last 

week we practised drilling and sawing.  This week 

we will start on our tool boxes. They are already in 

pieces and Dan will be helping us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The girls want to carve and paint the carvings. Tom 

is making a chess set. Some people have been 

bringing tools to the school to use. We’ve all had 

fun.   By Tom and Yasi 

 

Running 

My project is organising a fun run, for the first week I 

went for a run to try and measure a five km track. 

For the first run it was only three km so that was 

made into our new cross country track, the next 

week Mr Van Bergen and I made up a new track so 

I went on another run and it was only 3.6 km. 

When I have been running I had noticed that the 

track had been really covered in branches and 

logs over a part of the track, so Mr Van Bergen said 

next week he would bring his chain saw.  For that 

project session I was just cleaning up the track so Mr 

Van Bergen could mow it. Last week I was fixing the 

bridge when I finished I had to get a shovel and get 

all the dirt off the bridge so it’s clean. For my next 

project session I think I will be doing another run.   

By Sophie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OUTSIDE SCHOOL HOURS CARE 
Whitfield District Primary School offers a great ‘High 

Quality’, ‘Accredited’ Outside School Hours Care 

program.  The service operates from 3:30 – 6:00pm 

every school day, as well as running a fantastic 

vacation care program from 8:00am – 6:00pm 

during the school holidays. Permanent and casual 

bookings for OSH can be made through Pam on 

0448 298 467. Vacation care is filling fast, especially 

for the excursion days, book now to avoid 

disappointment. Vacation care details and 

excursion dates can be found on the school 

website – OSH page. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15 MILE CREEK CAMP 

3 / 4 Camp!!! – Outdoor School (15 Mile Ck) 
Canoeing 

On Wednesday group 1 and 2 went to Lake William 

Hovel. They had blow-up canoes and there were 

also solid plastic canoes. We saw 2 sea eagles and 

a duck, the eagle caught the duck, it was cool. 

Group 1 went to an island, we called it Flying 

Platypuses Island, it was very rocky on Flying 

Platypuses Island. And group 2 found an island thy 

called it Wacky Wombats. 
 

Dam 

At the dam they had tyre tubes, canoes, a big raft 

and life jackets. We had half an hour of free time. 

Then we went with a partner back to camp with a 

blind fold on, then we swapped over and the other 

person walked with the blind fold on.   By Angus 

and Darcy    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
On Tuesday the 3/4 students went to15 Mile Creek 

Camp. We got put into four groups: Group 1 were 

the Flying Platypus, 2 were the Wacky Wombats, 3 

were the Great Galahs and 4 were Awesome Emus. 

 

On different days each group did the flying fox and 

the rock climbing wall, it was awesome. The flying 

fox is about 50 metres 

long and the rock 

climbing wall about 15 

metres high. Some 

people went half way 

and some did all of it. 

Some were even crazy 

enough to do it blind 

folded, but it was all very 

fun. The next day we all 

went home. 

By Daphne, Charlotte 

and Cope            

 

BIKES 

On the 3-4 camp one of the activities was bike 

riding. There were 3 bush tracks we rode on the 

ride. They all had berm and jumps, one had logs 

and planks. There was a steep hill we had to ride up 

and we saw lots of animals. 

 



HUTS 

Another activity was hut building. We had to build 

huts out of bark and sticks. Once your hut was built 

the group teachers would pour water over the hut 

and you would try not to get wet.  

By Tom & Edan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sailing camp  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Mikaylah’s highlights were: Sailing on the Bics and 

going faster than the Optis. The Bics were so fun. 

Also fishing off Mr Cross’s boat and learning how to 

sail. 

Yasi’s highlights were: Not giving up on the first day 

and sailing on the Bics. It was awesome. Also fishing 

on Mr Cross’s boat. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Jayden’s highlights were: Sailing on the Bics, going 

up on the side of the Bics, Snorkelling under the pier 

and diving  

down to the  

bottom.  

Pippa’s  

highlights  

were: Falling  

off the Bics  

and fishing. 

 

 
Hunter’s highlight was:  

Fishing on Mr Cross’s boat. 
 

Toby’s highlights were:  

Fishing on Mr Cross’s  

boat and being the  

team captain.  

Being team captain is not as easy as you think it is!  

You have to check the wind direction every five 

minutes and you have to work out all these tactics 

and moves. You also have a lot of pressure on you if 

you’re team captain. My team did well. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Toby was very funny on the last day of sailing. He 

was leaning back so far that his back was touching 

the water. He did that so that he could go faster.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Bob was our sailing instructor. He taught us how to 

sail a boat, what knots are, they are how many km 

per hour the boat goes. He also taught us how to 

turn the boat and how to tack and jibe. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A third of this camp was history. Another was 

marine biology and the last one was sailing. We all 

thought it was a great camp.  

By the year 6’s 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prep - 1 – 2 Sleepover 
I liked rolling down  

the hill. By Emilio 

 
I liked eating 

marshmallows they were  

yummy. We went on a  

night walk. By Seamus 

 

 

 

 

 



Prep - 1 – 2 Sleepover 
We went to the hill I went  

down the steepest side of  

the hill. I made a pizza it  

had salami, cheese and  

pineapple. We went on a 

night walk we saw a  

spider it was on a web. it was crawling on the web. 

By Judd 

 

The preps, ones and twos camped on the Whitfield 

School oval. We had to set up our tents it was hard. 

I was in a tent with Corrie, Ollie and Cope. We 

made a fire I collected lots of big sticks. We went 

for a walk up through the golf course and on the 

way back we ran and rolled down the hill, I rolled 

up the hill. Then we made Pizza it was yum! By Edan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WILSONS PROM CAMP    –    Grade 3 - 6 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The 3-6’s went to Wilsons Prom. It took a long time to 

get there, but we got there finally. 
 

It was fun on Thursday night, we watched the sun 

set over the ocean and seeing the sun reflect on 

the sand, it was beautiful.  
 

We had to leave the next day. Bye Wilsons Prom!       

By Mikaylee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BIRDS 
Wednesday was the best weather day of the week, 

at Wilsons Prom. That day we went rock pooling, 

bird watching and building sand dunes. My 

favourite of them all was bird watching. Luke (the 

ranger) went bird watching with us. He told us an 

aboriginal story about the Flame Robin. It was a 

very interesting story. Later that day we went bird 

watching. We saw lots of different colourful birds.  

The birds we saw were... Wattle Bird, Flame Robin, 

Australian Magpie, Silver Gull, Pacific Gull, Wood Duck, 

Crimson Rosella, Black Cormorant and an Oyster 

Catcher.  
Most of the birds were different birds compared to 

the birds I have at home. I had a really good time 

bird watching at Wilsons Prom.  By Mikaylah 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ROCK POOLING 
Some of the animals and plants we saw when we 

went rock pooling at Wilson’s Prom were: 

1. Waratah Anemone.       

2. Neptune’s Necklace.  

3. Little Black Horse Mussels.       

Waratah Anemone is small and red.  

Neptune‘s Necklace can squirt water.   

Little Black Horse Mussels stay in groups.  

By Daphne 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Acrostic poem 
Bird traces at picnic point  

Exploring in the rock pools at picnic point  

A million little crabs digging in the sand  

Cricket on Norman beach   

Happy people playing in the sand  

Eggs, lots of birds lay their eggs on the beach 

Squeaky beach- we made the sand squeak 
 

When I got to Wilsons prom and walked on the 

beach it was amazing because I’ve never been 

there before. If you’ve never been to Wilson’s prom, 

the beach there is awesome.   

By Hunter (Grade 5) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WILSON’S PROM 
On Wednesday at camp the class learnt about 

sand dunes. There are three types of sand dunes; 

there is primary, secondary, tertiary.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Plants and roots hold the sand dunes together. And 

if there were not any plants and roots it would wash 

away. Then the trees would blow over. Then the 

town would flood. By Lachlan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4-6 FALLS CREEK SKI TRIP 
My highlight was going down  

Wombat’s Ramble and learning  

how to turn, I did accidently turn  

a bit too far and then I fell.  

By Charlotte P.  

 

A highlight for me at ski camp was  

face planting into the snow. It  

didn’t hurt but I did get snow in  

my mouth. By Jayden  

 

 

     A highlight from Falls  

     Creek for me was on the  

     Terrain park when I did  

     a massive jump and  

     stacked. 

     By Lachlan. 

 

 

 

  

I really enjoyed going on  

a jump and face planting  

in the snow I got a mouth 

full of snow. By Bella  

 

A highlight for me was going on Terrain Park and 

getting big air. I really enjoyed going down Main 

Street, really fast. By Hunter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A highlight for me was face planting while going 

down Ruined Castle and grazing my chin.  

I ENJOYED BEING AT FALLS CREEK! BY PIP 
 

A highlight for me was going on some challenging 

runs like The Slot, International and going on Terrain 

Park. I enjoyed getting to know some Moyhu 

people better and watching everyone improve.  

By Sophie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A highlight for me was going down the small Terrain 

park. I really enjoyed going down the start of 

Scotty’s then down onto Sundown at Falls Creek. 

By Mikaylah 

 

BRIGHT CAMP 
At camp I liked mini golf, Splash Park and the maze. 

It was the best camp in ages. In my cabin there 

was Seamus, Paul, Corrie and me. I liked fishing too, 

I loved camp it was so awesome that I could never 

ever imagine it was true. I liked the double scoop 

ice-cream my flavours were chocolate and mint 

chocolate. I went to the apple farm. We went to 

the deer farm we fed the deer, ostriches and the 

emus. By Judd 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
I went to the splash park it was fun. I went on the 

water pistols it was fun. I went to the maze.  I found 

everything.  I went to the Bright Park.     

By Paul 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
I went to the maze I found all the things it was fun. I 

went to the apple farm. We learnt how apples got 

sorted into boxes. I got to eat an apple. By Seamus 

 

The 1s-2s went to Bright I thought the museum was 

the best. We learnt about different carriages on the 

train, and how there used to be a train going 

through Bright. We also went to a Splash park it was 

next to the river we swam in the river it was 

refreshing! I liked Bright camp. By Edan 

 



OPEN WATER LEARNING EXPERIENCE 
On Friday the 6th of February the 3-6s went to the 

Ovens River to do an Open Water Safety activity 

with Surf Lifesaving Victoria. First we practiced  

D.R.S.A.B.C.D   and all the meanings:  Danger.  

Response.  Send for help. 

Airway. Breathing. Compressions. Defibrillation. 
 

After that we went to a tent to talk about the 

dangers in and out of the water and the signs etc. 

Then we practiced saving people from the water 

with a rope, we had to say to the people to lay on 

their back and put the rope over their shoulder. 

Then we did a life jacket activity where we 

practised if we fell off a boat to keep close 

together with other people. Then we got to paddle 

around the river to learn how to swim on a boogie 

board. Cope’s favourite activity was the life jackets. 

By Hunter, Pippa and Cope. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ARTS 
On Friday 12th June grades 2-6 did a Photography 

Work Shop. We all got cameras that had numbers 

and we went around the school and town. Jim 

filmer the photography teacher taught us how to 

take better photos, get the light in the right place, 

focus the camera and lots more.  

Xander said, ‘it was fun.’ 

Toby said, ‘good. At the start I was average but in 

the end I got better.’ 

Charlotte said, ‘it was awesome! And I am better at 

taking photos now.’ 

At the end we all got to print our favourite 5 photos 

off our camera with a USB photo printer then frame 

it.  I loved the Photography Work Shop  

By Viveka       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lion King 
Hi it’s Reporter Amilie here and on Wednesday the 

20th May Whitfield District P.S went to the Lion King. 

When we got there it was already full. After we got 

our seats we were very excited to see the Lion King. 

The opening was awesome and the music was 

great. My favourite animal were the elephants, I 

also thought that the giraffes were really cool how 

they were really people walking on stilts. My 

favourite song was Hukuna Matata, and my 

favourite character was Timon. 

By Amilie. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Wednesday the 20th May Whitfield District 

Primary School went to the Lion King on a big bus. It 

had a toilet on it which I think that’s a bit freaky 

don’t you? Oh and by the way, the Lion King was 

awesome!!!  There were a few other schools there, I 

think they liked it too.  By Angus 

 
 

 

 

 

ITALIAN 
Every Wednesday we have Italian, our teacher is 

Signora Twitchett. We’ve been doing profiles and 

greetings with her, it has been fun. We learnt a new 

song. The Epic’s also learnt a new game. We have 

had 5 Italian lessons. Cope said, “It’s really good” 

and Kalika said “It’s awesome.” Signora Twitchett is 

really fun but she teaches us a lot of it while we are 

having fun. Ciao/good bye. 

By Charlotte, Amilie and Sophie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

All school newsletters are available on the school 

website;           www.whitfieldps.vic.edu.au 

http://www.whitfieldps.vic.edu.au/


SCHOOL COUNCIL PRESIDENTS REPORT 
Presented at school council – March 2015 

 

As a parent at the Whitfield District Primary School, it is 
great to be a part of a school which has facilities and 
resources that are improving all the time. This again, has 
been another incredible learning year for the children. 
 

This past year, the children have been a part of many 
different exceptional educational experiences.  They have 
gone to 15 mile creek for camp,  Bright, The Snow – both 
Falls Creek (4-6’s) and Mt Buffalo (the whole school).  The 
grade 3-6’s had an incredible experience at Wilson’s Prom 
for a whole week.  
They children have learnt about sustainability and 
demonstrated how they would change the community into 
sustainable buildings.  They developed their own interests 
and skills in their projects. They got to experience Bike Ed 
and a swimming program.  The Grade 6’s got to experience 
leadership camp with other schools.  Tour de Cure came to 
visit, an Olympic medallist came to visit and North East 
water came to visit.  Every experience has a purpose and the 
children get a lot out of it.   
 

This year already, there has been a swimming program, the 
grade 6’s have been to Rye on a Sailing Camp and the Grade 
3-4’s have been to 15 mile Creek Camp, and the whole school 
had a music camp at 15 mile Creek.  How incredible!! How 
lucky are we as parents to be able to send our children to 
such a great school that has given our children these 
experiences that will challenge, strengthen and encourage 
our children to grow.  We are very lucky.  At this point, I’d 
like to thank all the parents for their help in fundraising so it 
is affordable for every child in the school to have these 
incredible journeys.  Without your efforts, the school 
wouldn’t be able to provide these experiences.  
 

The heart of the school are the teachers.  Mark and Dianne 
are amazing dedicated teachers.  They are continually 
learning to be better teachers, by always employing 
differentiated learning techniques, which cater to each 
individual student and each individual learning program.  
Through their teachings, they know the strengths and 
weaknesses of each student and promote, celebrate and 
reward all improvement.  They are an enthusiastic, 
energetic team that has and improves their wealth of 
knowledge all the time.  They are an inspiration to the 
parents as well as the children of this school community. 
Thank you for all of your effort, all the extra hours that you 
both put in and for giving our children such an exceptional 
educational experience. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Music is a part of every one of the students.  For the past 3 
years, Claire Bradbury has provided an exciting program of 
music that caters for all levels.  She promotes confidence and 
team building skills. Thank you for providing such great 
musical experiences. I feel very proud of all of their music 
and especially the end of term concerts.  Thank you for all 
the extra effort for the end of year concert.  It gets better 
every year.  Claire also provided teacher support to both 
Mark and Dianne with Maths and Literacy.   As this school 
has grown, we are very lucky that we are now able to have 
Claire as a third teacher in the school.  The children are very 
happy to have Claire around all the time now and she is still 
able to provide individualized music lessons. 
 

This past year, Carla has provided an incredible Stephanie 
Alexander Garden Program for the children, incorporating 
LOTE and Maths into the cooking program.  Again, I can’t 
thank you enough for providing the recipes that the children 
are encouraged to cook, trying new foods that they never 
would have tried before.  They want to cook all the time at 
home, so thank you for your efforts and inspiration to the 
children. Thanks to Jill for her support in the garden, it 
produces so many vegetables for the cooking program. 
 

We are very fortunate and thankful that the school is able to 
implement the LOTE program. This year we have a new and 
very exciting LOTE teacher “Signora Twitchett’ . The 
children love her lessons. 
 

We are also very fortunate to have many great OSH staff.  
Pam, Nikki & Leigh provide a safe and fun loving 
environment with many different activities and great 
Vacation Care program. 
 
Again, thank you to the parents who helped during the year, 
whether it be on the working bees, building the new 
playground, fundraising for our childrens’ great excursion 
and camp programs that are provided, or whether it be 
reading in class, teaching lacrosse, helping in OSH, cooking, 
gardening, swimming, the list goes on.  It is the effort that 
you parents bring into this school that helps it make it the 
exceptional place that it is, so thank you. 
  
I am very proud to be a part of a school that has such a 
great network of staff, parents, grandparents and 
community members who volunteer at the school 
throughout the year. It is through their dedication and 
ongoing commitment that our exceptional school continues 
to thrive. 
  

I feel very fortunate to be a part of such a great community. 
Sammy Rumbelow (School Council President) 
 

 

 

 


