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                 NEWSLETTER 
 

                        Term 2 

                       May 27th, 2015 

 

Exceptional Educational Experiences 

DATES TO REMEMBER  
 

Responsible Pet Ownership visit             Thur 28th May 

Biggest Morning Tea @ WDPS   11am    Thur 28th May 

Zone Cross Country – Barr Reserve        Fri 5th June 

Queens B’day public holiday             Mon 8th June 

Pupil Free Day      Tues 9th June 

Nude Food Day           Tues 16th June 

Jump Rope for Heart – jump off @ 1pm    Fri 26th June 

Term 2 ends at 2:30pm       Fri 26th June 

 

SCHOOL CALENDAR DATES 

The school calendar dates in the pink text box 

above, provide you with the excursions and 

events that are happening at the school in the 

next few weeks. It is important that parents 

take notice of the events and dates (write 

them in your dairy/calendar) 

Stick the latest newsletter on your fridge ! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LION KING 

Lions 

Interesting 

Obviously awesome 

Narla 
 

Kings  

Irritating noises sometimes  

Nasty scar 

Great ! 

 

On Wednesday the 20th May Whitfield District 

Primary School went to the Lion King on a big 

bus. It had a toilet on it which I think that’s a bit 

freaky don’t you? Oh and by the way, the Lion 

King was awesome !!!  

There were a few other schools there, I think 

they liked it too.      

By Angus 

Lion King 

Hi it’s Reporter Amilie here and on Wednesday 

the 20th May Whitfield District P.S went to the 

Lion King. When we got there it was already 

full. After we got our seats we were very 

excited to see the Lion King. The opening was 

awesome and the music was great. My 

favourite animal were the elephants, I also 

thought that the giraffes were really cool how 

they were really people walking on stilts. My 

favourite song was Hukuna Matata, and my 

favourite character was Timon. 

By Amilie. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lion King 

Hello I’m Darcy.  

On Wednesday we went to the Lion King in 

Melbourne. On the bus I brought my iPod but 

then it ran out of power. When we stopped to 

have a snack, there were slippery rocks that 

were fun. When we got back on the bus we all 

swapped iPods, D’S, tablet and iPhones. When 

we got there it was fun. There were heaps of 

people, seats and scenes in the show. I really 

liked the show and all the characters. I also 

liked the costumes. My favourite characters 

were Zazu and Simba.  

When we stopped for dinner, I had Macca’s 

and heaps of lollies. On the way home we had 

a feast.  

That’s all I have to say folks. 

By Darcy  

 

Lion 

Interesting 

OMG 

Narla 
 

King 

Incredible 

Nearly the best show I’ve seen 

Grabbed me 

 

Cinquain Poem 

Lion 

Is so awesome 

It was a great day too 

I loved it so much, it was cool 

Simba 
 

Poems by Summer 



COOKING 

Today in cooking we had meat balls, gnocchi 

with sage and garlic sauce, pumpkin and 

lemonade scones and lemonade scones. I 

made the scones today they were easy to 

make. I thought that it was a little strange that 

we put lemonade in it but they were very 

yummy. Also it was Mr. Van Bergen’s birthday 

so we gave him some scones with candles on 

them and we sang happy birthday to him with 

all the Edi school kids. I thought all the food 

was delicious and I think it is something that 

master chef people would eat. I would also like 

to thank Carla the cooking teacher, Nettie 

Shanahan and Heather Porter for donating 

their time to volunteer to teach us cooking. 

By Viveka 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COLD WEATHER IS HERE, MAKE SURE YOUR 

CHILD’S JUMPER IS NAMED. 

 

  
KITCHEN GARDEN PROGRAM - POETRY 

Every week students with their buddy work on 

their garden bed which provides produce for 

the kitchen garden cooking program. The 

students have been contributing to our kitchen 

garden blog.     The website address is 

http://whitfieldkitchengarden.wordpress.com 
 

Here is some more poetry about an aspect of 

the kitchen garden program. We hope you 

enjoy the different types of poems that 

students have written. 

 

Weeding weeds, 

Weeding watermelons,  

Weeding witchetty grubs 

And weeding is wet, 

Wet wet weeding grass!  

By Pippa 

My garden bed is awesome.  

It has a lot of water melons,  

One melon went rotten then  

I threw it over the fence it hit  

the ground really hard it went SPLAT!!!!   

By Lachlan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lots of food ingredients as well... 

Aprons for everyone, 

Cleaning Cucinas (kitchens) for the other 

groups,  

And food at the end, yum! 

By Edan 
 

Garlic has an aroma   

Asparagus Is not that bad   

Rosemary is ok  

Dill is nice 

Eggplant is big 

Nature is great 

Italian parsley is good on food 

Nuts are nice 

Grapes are good   

By Daphne 
 

COOKING 

Cooking’s awesome, because it’s fun. 

Cooks cooking, because they make good 

food.  

Cooking chooks, it’s yummy to go in food. 

Cooking in cucinas (kitchens), because it’s 

easier and more space. 

By Hunter 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations 50 nights home reading! 
Delilah, Mikaylee, Angus, Jayden, Bella, Hunter 

Congratulations 75 nights home reading! 
Casey, Emily, Isabelle, Paul, Toria, Darcy, Charlotte P, 

Edan 

Congratulations 100 nights home reading! 

Emilio, Zoi, Charlotte R, Kalika, Yasi, Toby, Tom 

Well done to these students (and parents!) 

http://whitfieldkitchengarden.wordpress.com/


HOT LUNCHES 

Thanks to Sammy & Rosie for the yummy 

Chicken pasta and fruit salad and yogurt we 

had today. We all love hot lunches! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EVERY DAY COUNTS – school attendance 

Remember, every day counts. If your child 

must miss school, speak with your classroom 

teacher as early as possible. 

Remember… 

*Phone the school 5729 8286,  

*Phone or text the principal  0428 298 286,  

*email    whitfield.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

*or supply a note before or after the absence. 

 

‘THUMBS UP’ AWARD 

The Principal’s ‘Thumbs Up’ Award recipients 

are students that have been seen doing great 

things at our school. It is designed to help 

celebrate the actions of students and help 

reinforce our school values. The latest 

recipients are:   

Delilah: For always doing her Personal Best in 

athletics practice and at the sports. 

Summer: For an excellent effort in her Lion King 

poetry. 

Yasi: For her fantastic Home Reading record 

and great Personal Goal setting. 

 

LIBRARY 

In Library we have been focusing on natural 

disasters, such as earthquakes and volcanoes. 

When we did earthquakes there were some 

kids that made a ‘before’ the earthquake and 

‘after’ the earthquake picture. Toby, Tom, 

Edan, Darcy and I made a tsunami and it was 

about to crash on a city. 

 Last Library’s topic was volcanoes some kids 

made paper volcanos and some made just 

drawings of volcanoes, Darcy, Edan and I 

made a before and after drawing of Pompeii. 

Hunter and Tom made a volcano with a stick 

that had orange tissue paper around it and it 

the stick popped out and it look like a burst of 

lava coming out of the volcano. 

 

FACTS about volcanoes and tsunamis we 

learnt in library: 

Earthquakes happen when two plates rub 

together. 

Recently bad earthquakes have hit Nepal and 

have caused a big mass of damage. 

Tsunamis form when an earthquake happens 

underwater or when a volcano is forming. 

Volcanos are full of lava that can burn 

anything in its way. 

Scientists have found fossilised bodies in the 

remains of Pompeii. 

There are also underwater volcanos. 

By Xander and Hunter   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NAPLAN 

Last week year 3 and 5 did the NAPLAN tests. 

First we did language conventions, sometimes 

we had to shade a bubble or spell a word 

properly. The second test was doing a 

persuasive piece of writing where we had to 

write about a sport, a hobby or an activity that 

we like to do. Cheniqua chose to write about 

her dogs and Charlotte wrote about netball. 

 The third test was a reading test. We all got a 

reading magazine that we had to read little 

stories in. Charlotte thought that the first two 

quarters were easy but then it got really hard 

and Cheniqua thought that it was really hard 

and then it got really easy. The last test was 

maths we had to shade a bubble or we would 

have to write in an answer. Some of us liked it 

and some of us didn’t like it at all, in other 

words it was good fun!                                   

By Cheniqua and Charlotte. 

 

SKI CAMP 

The Cluster Ski Camp to Falls Creek for the 

grade 4-6’s is happening in the week 17th – 21st 

August. A note has been sent out today 

regarding intentions to attend the camp. 

Please return the reply slip ASAP.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:whitfield.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au


JUMP ROPE FOR HEART 

Students have their 

Jump Rope for  

Heart sponsorship 

forms. The students 

have already start- 

ed to practice  

their skipping skills. 

 

The ‘Jump Off Day’  

is the last day of  

term. Sponsorship  

money needs to be 

handed in by this 

day. The school  

will have a pizza  

lunch and invites parents, families and 

community members to attend and see a 

great demonstration of skipping by our 

students. Thanks in advance for your support.  

 

INTEGRATED STUDIES 

In Integrated Studies we are studying 

endangered African animals.  

First we had to find three websites that say the 

animal is endangered. Lachlan and Jayden 

found a website that lists the top ten most 

endangered animals in Africa.  

Toby and Xander are studying the African wild 

dog and Tom and Darcy are studying the 

Ethiopian wolf. The Ethiopian Wolf is the most 

endangered carnivore in the world with the 

African wild dog coming in as second most 

endangered carnivore. 

We are making videos on our animals in an 

app called Adobe Voice. We find information 

on the internet, we talk about our animal such 

as what is it, why is it endangered and what 

we can do to help keep it alive.  

Most groups have started and have made 

small progress. We can’t wait until we see all 

the amazing movies.  

By Tom (Grade 4) and Toby (Grade 6) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Prep – 2’s (The Awesomes) have been 

looking at African animals as well and have 

produced some great information posters. You 

can see these displayed in the corridor at 

school. 

Projects/Woodwork  

My project is woodwork and carving. Four 

other people are also doing woodwork and 

carving. So far in projects we have learnt how 

to saw in a straight line, drill a hole in the wood 

correctly, hammering into the wood perfectly 

without it going onto an angle. We have 

managed to build and oil a toolbox and are 

going to create a stool and also oil it.  

The next week we are going to create photo 

frames that can hold the glass in between the 

two bits of wood. After we have built the frame 

we are going to design a pattern for the edge 

then draw the pattern on the wood with a 

soldiering iron.  

Yasi, Bella, Cheniqua and I are going to learn 

to wood carve different objects while Tom 

wants to create a chess board. We are getting 

all the equipment we need from a wood 

trailer, borrowed from the Wangaratta 

Woodwork Association. We get to use the 

trailer for the rest of the term. Everyone who is 

doing woodwork in projects would like to thank 

Dan, for coming in his own time to teach us 

what to do in woodwork and how to be safe 

around different tools. Everyone has enjoyed 

the first couple of weeks in woodwork.  

By Mikaylah 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Italian                            

Our Italian teacher this year started at the start 

of the year, her name is Miss Twitchett. This 

term we have been doing: 

• Italian sports and colours this is some of 

them:   

Verde (green)  

Giallo (yellow) 

Aranci one (orange)  

Grigio (grey) and there is a lot more colours.   



 

These are some of sports we have learnt so far:  

Salto in alto (high jump) 

Salto in triplo (triple jump)  

Salto in lungo (long jump) 

Corsa a staffetta (relays)  

Di fondo (long distance)  

Corsa (sprint)  

Disco lanciatore (discus)  

il lancio del peso (shot put) and there is a lot 

more sports. 

By Bella, Pippa and Kalika 

 

PROJECTS 

My project is organising a fun run, for the first 

week I went for a run to try and measure a five 

km track. For the first run it was only three km so 

that was made into our new cross country 

track, the next week Mr Van Bergen and I 

made up a new track so I went on another run 

and it was only 3.6 km. 

When I have been running I had noticed that 

the track had been really covered in branches 

and logs over a part of the track, so Mr Van 

Bergen said next week he would bring his 

chain saw.  For that project session I was just 

cleaning up the track so Mr Van Bergen could 

mow it. Last week I was fixing the bridge when I 

finished I had to get a shovel and get all the 

dirt off the bridge so it’s clean. For my next 

project session I think I will be doing another 

run.  By Sophie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Note: On Monday the grade 3-6’s will be 

having a practice cross country run at our 

school. Some other students from the cluster 

will be coming as well for a practice. Students 

that perform well on the practice day will be 

given the opportunity to run in the Zone Cross 

country next week Friday 5th June at the Barr 

reserve in Wangaratta. The students selected 

will bring home information next week. 

 

PERSONAL BEST ATHLETICS 

FRIDAY 22nd MAY 

The Personal Best Sports was a fantastic day for 

students. The students were sensational at 

‘giving it their best’ and many students 

achieving multiple Personal Bests. Thanks to all 

the families that came and supported the 

students.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

ATHS MATHS 

In maths, we are now using our measurements 

to look at improvement, to construct graphs, 

averages and percentage improvement. In 

literacy we will be reflecting on the day and 

you will see some articles in the next edition of 

the newsletter. Thanks Again  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
*Prep-2 High Jump measurements. Before & after sports. 
SCHOOL BUS TRAVELLERS  

If your child is having a ‘sleepover’ at another 

student’s house and is catching the bus to get 

there, please notify Wendy. It is important that 

the bus rolls are accurate. 
 

Please call Wendy in the morning if your child 

is not catching the bus to school.  
 

Wendy is contactableon mobile 0418 989 938, 

her home phone 57 298 331, and she is also on  

UHF Ch 40. Also the Satellite phone is 0406 327 

214. With all these options available there are 

no barriers to offering Wendy the courtesy of 

informing her of changes to your child’s bus 

usage. Thanks  



SCHOOLMATE APP 

The Department of Education and Training has 

released an App which is designed to help you 

better understand the curriculum we use to 

teach your children every day. 

The App, called SchoolMate, is available for 

free download now in the App Store for 

iPhones and iPads and in Google Play for 

Android phones and tablets. 

SchoolMate gives you a general overview of 

the Victorian curriculum in each subject at 

each year level and: 

• Provides you with an overview of what 

your children are learning in each subject at 

each year level according to the Victorian 

curriculum (AusVELS) 

• Provides you with tips regarding 

activities and things you can do at home to 

help your kids in each subject and year level 

• Suggests apps, books, events and 

activities related to each subject area and 

year level. 

Our school, like all other government schools in 

Victoria, uses AusVELS as the basis for the 

learning programs we run at school every day. 

Our teachers adapt the curriculum to meet 

the needs of our students and community, for 

example, designing learning programs around 

what your children are interested in, or around 

days or celebrations that are important to our 

community.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SchoolMate is designed to give you an 

overview of what children are expected to 

learn in Victorian government schools across 

every subject from Prep to Year 10. 

I encourage you to download SchoolMate 

and to please talk with your teacher or myself 

if you are interested to find out more about 

how our school teaches the curriculum. 
 

 

 

 

All school newsletters are available on the 

school website; 

www.whitfieldps.vic.edu.au 
 

 

 

 

PAYMENT PLANS 

As the year progresses we have many great 

excursions and camps to offer our students. 

The school and parents association subsidise a 

great proportion of the cost of these. We do 

rely on the payments from parents that we ask 

for.  
 

As we started last year, parents are able to 

plan ahead and make payments towards 

camps and excursions coming up – or to pay 

off existing excursions in instalments.  
 

Remember to make sure your family name is in 

any EFT – internet banking transfers. 
 

Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) details: 

Acc. Name: Whitfield District Primary School 

Acc. Number: 10107371 

BSB Number: 063-531  
 

Great news! 

CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF) 

The Camps, Sports & Excursion Fund (CSEF) will 

be provided by the Victorian Government to 

assist eligible families (Holding a Health Care 

Card/Pensioner Concession Card) with the 

costs of camps, sports and excursions. This 

replaces the EMA that the previous state 

government abolished. Application forms and 

details have been sent home with this 

newsletter. If you are eligible, please return 

forms by 26th June. The school then receives 

payment in term 3. 

 

 

 

 

 

Students are again taking part in the Premier’s 

Reading Challenge. Recording books in your 

child’s home reader is a good source of 

evidence that we can use to verify books. 

 

 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 

FOOTY & NETBALL  CLINICS AT WHITFIELD  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Free - volunteer run, Footy & Netball clinics for 

school kids  

The clinics run from 4:30pm – 5:30pm (note the 

new time) on Thursday’s at the Whitfield Rec. 

Reserve. Sausages for the kids after training. 

Parent help greatly appreciated! 

http://www.whitfieldps.vic.edu.au/


Community Notices 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


