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NEWSLETTER
Term 2
April 29th, 2015
Exceptional Educational Experiences
DATES TO REMEMBER
Aths practice @ Moyhu PS 12:00-2:30 Tue 5th May
Naplan tests yr 3 & 5
Tues 12th – Thur 14th May
Aths practice @ Whitfield PS 12:00-2:30 Thur 14th May
Personal Best Athletics – Wangaratta Tues 19th May
School Council Meeting @ 7pm
Tues 19th May
Lion King Musical – Melbourne
Wed 20th May
Responsible Pet Ownership visit
Thur 28th May
Zone Cross Country – Barr Reserve
Fri 5th June
Queens B’day public holiday
Mon 8th June
Pupil Free Day
Tues 9th June
Term 2 ends
Fri 26th June

SCHOOL CALENDAR DATES
The school calendar dates in the pink text box
above, provide you with the excursions and
events that are happening at the school in the
next few weeks. It is important that parents
take notice of the events and dates (write
them in your dairy/calendar)
Stick the latest newsletter on your fridge !

BOOK CLUBS
In the ‘Pro’s’ class we are doing book clubs
and we have a book that we all read. There
are two different groups. In one book club we
are reading ‘Loyal Creatures’ in the other
group they are reading ‘A Day to Remember’’.
Both these books are about the ANZAC’s.
What we do is we all read a part of the book
(the same part), then we get together and talk
about it. We might say what we liked, we
might have a question or we may highlight a
word that we think is interesting. We write all
that down on a membership grid. We all really
like book club.
By Hunter and Viveka

ANZAC DAY

Thanks to Jamie for showing and explaining to us the uniform and
equipment used by the light horse regiment

On Tuesdays the Year 2’s come into the EPIC’S
room. And we do book clubs together; we
divided into groups of 3 and 4. My group is
Amilie, Angus and Seamus. We get a book
and read half of it then write down a reading
response about the book we have read and
discuss it. By Summer
Literacy – in the ‘Pro’s’ Classroom
This semester were doing a picture book of the
term. After a few more weeks we are going to
write a persuasive piece of writing and vote to
find out what is the picture book of the term.
Cheniqua’s favourite book so far is “The little
pink pup.” Mikaylah’s favourite picture book
so far is “Bush book club.”
Also this year we’re doing spelling. First Mr.V.B
will give us 5 spelling words from our books.
They’re the words that are incorrect. Mr.V.B
writes them down. Next we have to practice
the spelling words in our folders. In our folders
we have to Look at the word- focus on the
tricky part. Say the word softly to yourself. Think
about the meaning of the word. Name the
letters in the word. Cover the word. Picture the
Whitfield District Primary School, 6182 Mansfield Road Whitfield 3733.
Phone: 5729 8286
email: whitfield.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
web: www.whitfieldps.vic.edu.au
This term we are doing a lot on ANZACS as it is
coming up to ANZAC day and100 years since
Gallipoli. Our class book this term is called
‘Light Horse Boy’ and it is about the men and
horses from the light horse brigade that went
to the Gallipoli shores. So far they are heading
out to sea. The people that came from
Melbourne met up with the other people at
Albany then ships from Fremantle met joined
the fleet out at sea. All the horses would get
led around the ship by a farrier or another man
on the ship and some of the horses died on the
ship, but most others found their ‘sea legs’.
Lots of people died at Gallipoli on the beach
by bombs and guns and not many came
back. “Lest we forget” By Pippa

word in your mind. Write and say the word
from the picture in your mind. Check the
spelling. Cover flaps 1 and 2. Write the word
again. Check the spelling. After practicing the
words we have a test with a partner. We have
to get three spelling tests correct in a row
before we get new words.
We think the spelling tests and picture book of
the term is a really good Literacy activity
because you can learn new words. We enjoy
being tested on our new words. We also like
reading picture books.
By Mikaylah and Cheniqua

Congratulations 25 nights home reading.
Amy & Corrie

Congratulations 50 nights home reading!
Declan, Isabelle, Toria, Seamus & Cheniqua

Congratulations 75 nights home reading!

EVERY DAY COUNTS – school attendance
Remember, every day counts. If your child
must miss school, speak with your classroom
teacher as early as possible.
Remember…
*Phone the school 5729 8286,
*Phone or text the principal 0428 298 286,
*email whitfield.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
*or supply a note before or after the absence.
3-6 GOLF
The 3-6 have started golf on Thursdays when
we do PE, we do P.E every fortnight. We’re in
groups of five and we have golf teachers, the
golf teachers are Mr V.B, Dan, Graham, Robin
and Merv. We (Edan and Toby) are in a group
with Darcy, Tom, Xander and our golf teacher
is Merv.
The clubs we have been using are 7 irons and
putters, the putters are for hitting the ball if it’s
on the green. The green is the circle around
the hole. The 7 irons are for long hits or
chipping the ball, (it is very hard not to lose the
ball if you are a big hit!)
Our group had a little game and we lost 1 ball,
it went in to the reeds. We used practice balls,
practice mats (there were little tees on the
mats) and real balls.
We all had so much fun and can’t wait to do it
again. Everyone from our group improved lots
and had awesome highlights; we’re sure that
everybody improved heaps and had lots of
fun and learnt some new skills.
By Toby and Edan.

Zoi, Emilio, Charlotte R, Summer, Kalika, Tom, Mikaylah,
Yasi & Toby

Well done to these students (and parents!)

HOT LUNCHES
Over the past fortnight the students really
enjoyed sitting down together for a lovely
spaghetti Bolognese, fruit twists, fried rice and
cupcakes and ice cream. Thanks to Liss,
Sandy, Letitia and Melissa M for these hot
lunches. Remember you can claim money for
expenses in providing the hot lunches – we just
need the receipt. See Pam or Mark.
*Note: Thanks to Pete C for the chicken and
corn soup in the first week.

Last Thursday we did golf. We did it for PE and
we had a lot of fun. All of us were in a group of
5. In Charlotte’s group was Jayden, Viveka
and Daphne and the instructor was Dan. In
Angus’s group there was Lachlan, Hunter and
Cope and the instructor was Graham.
The type of clubs there were was a putter and
an iron, you use the iron for big hits and the
putter once you’re on the green. And we had
a tee which holds the golf ball and of course
we had a golf ball each.
One of the techniques was having your feet
level with your shoulders. Another technique

was having your arms straight. And we even
got taught how to hold the club. In Charlotte’s
group Jayden kept getting really good hits
and none of us beat him. Everybody was very
hot and bothered. Angus’s feet hurt but it was
fun. I think everyone is looking forward to next
week. By Charlotte P and Angus.

‘THUMBS UP’ AWARD
The Principal’s ‘Thumbs Up’ Award recipients
are students that have been seen doing great
things at our school. It is designed to help
celebrate the actions of students and help
reinforce our school values. The latest
recipients are:
Zoi: For being overheard saying “Thank you
very much, that was really nice” in the
playground.
Claire: For her responsibility and teamwork.
Cheniqua: For a great start to projects with
woodwork and making a phone call.

A while ago we planted some seedlings and
they are broccoli, cauliflower, watermelons,
tomatoes, eggplants and Brussels sprouts. We
pulled out tomato plants and huge weeds.
By Cope and Mikaylee

In our garden bed we have capsicums. In
cooking we used the capsicums in the recipes.
The recipes are nachos, soft breakfast tacos,
Tex Mex muffins and burritos. Because our
theme was Mexican foods, the other recipe
was Mexican wedding cakes. The food was
great!!! By Kalika and Amilie.

COOKING
A reminder that we are keeping a kitchen
garden blog. The website address is
http://whitfieldkitchengarden.wordpress.com
Every Monday 3-6 go to cooking. Monday 20th
the cooking theme was Mexican. Lachlan’s
group made pita bread and chilli con carne.
Darcy group made little Mexican wedding
cakes. Cope’s group made softened
breakfast Tacos. Sophie’s group made Tex Mex
muffins. Pippa’s group made Nachos.
They tasted really great. Darcy thought that
they were ‘good’ Lachlan thought they were
‘tasty’ too.
Amilie thought that they
were ‘yum’.
By Lachlan, Darcy and
Charlotte.

Maths in the ‘Pro’s’ Classroom
In maths we are doing some multiplication in
five minute maths, some kids are using 20 sided
die for a challenge others are working with a
12 sided die.
Also in maths the big
kids have started
fractions. We have
done some fractions
on Mathletics. We
have also been doing
fractions in our books.
We roll a pair of dice.
An example might be
we get 5 and an 8 we
would write that
fraction in our book

like this 5/8. Then we roll again, if we get a 1
and an 8 then we would write 1/8 in our book
and see which fraction is bigger, then we
would do a greater or less than sign (> <) or
equals sign( = ) to say which fraction you
would get more out of, or if its equal.
By Xander
PROJECTS
Woodwork
In projects so far we have been looking inside
the woodwork trailer and practising skills. There
are 6 toolboxes, saws, safety goggles, clamps,
hammer, tape measures and much, much
more.
There are 5 people doing woodwork, Yasi,
Cheniqua, Mikaylah, Isabella and Tom.
Week 1 we cleaned the garden shed and
rang Dan to ask him if he could teach us some
skills. Last week we practised drilling and
sawing. This week we will start on our tool
boxes. They are already in pieces and Dan will
be helping us.

The girls want to carve and paint the carvings.
Tom is making a chess set. Some people have
been bringing tools to the school to use. We’ve
all had fun. By Tom and Yasi
DRAWING
How to draw dragons.
My projected is drawing dragons. I want to get
better at my drawing. I want to be able to not
look at instructions or at pictures, a book or
paintings or anything. I have drawn 3 cartoon
dragons. I have drawn a dragons eye and I’m
going to draw more dragons though out the
year and I hope you like pictures I have drawn.
By Jayden.

Students are again taking part in the Premier’s
Reading Challenge. Recording books in your
child’s home reader is a good source of
evidence that we can use to verify books.
JUMP ROPE FOR HEART
For the past few years we have participated in
the ‘Jump Rope for Heart’ program.
Skipping is a great form of exercise for the
heart and your whole body.
During this term students will learn to skip with
individual small ropes and big ropes, they will
also learn to skip with a partner and in a big
group. Some of the more experienced skippers
will attempt to skip with 2 big ropes.
At the end of the term, June 26th, we will have
a ‘Jump Off Day’ where the students will
showcase their skipping skills followed by lunch.
The Heart Foundation sends us skipping ropes
and resources so that we can teach all our
students how to skip and get fit at the same
time. In return the students are encouraged to
collect money from friends and family to send
to the Heart Foundation for research and to
help those suffering from heart diseases. Last
year our school collected just over $1400!
Please see the attached forms for more
information. The form must be signed by a
parent before money is collected but, jumping
rope and building healthy hearts can start
now, so let’s start skipping.

FRONT PATH – Native Animals
Today buddy pairs etched native animal
footprints into our brand new front path. The
students did a great job working together and
their prints will be there for the life of the path.
More details of the animal prints next newsletter.

PLEASE ASK YOUR CHILD IF THEY HAVE THEIR
PLASTIC POCKETS EACH DAY. PLEASE ALSO ASK
FOR THEIR ‘HOME READING’ BOOK EACH DAY
Look at establishing a daily routine at home
that works for you.
Thank you 

PAYMENT PLANS
As the year progresses we have many great
excursions and camps to offer our students.
The school and parents association subsidise a
great proportion of the cost of these. We do
rely on the payments from parents that we ask
for.

LION KING – Regent Theatre Melbourne.
Within the next week, information regarding
the Lion King performance in Melbourne will be
coming home. In summary, we need everyone
to be at school by 7:50am. There will be NO
school bus operating on this day. We will return
approximately 8:30 – 9:00pm.

As we started last year, parents are able to
plan ahead and make payments towards
camps and excursions coming up – or to pay
off existing excursions in instalments.

The parents association have done a great job
at subsidising more than half the cost of this
excursion for students. The cost for students will
be $40. We are able to offer each family one
additional ticket which will be at cost price
$90. (This is for an adult family member –
parent, grandparent, aunt etc.)

Remember to make sure your family name is in
any EFT – internet banking transfers.
Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) details:
Acc. Name: Whitfield District Primary School
Acc. Number: 10107371
BSB Number: 063-531
Instrumental music payments to be made to
the school ASAP.
AFRICA – Integrated Studies
This term we have been learning about Africa
because later in term 2 we are going to watch
a play in Melbourne called the ‘Lion King’.
We have been learning about the countries in
Africa lots of them are poor countries and
there is a reasonably new country called South
Sudan. The poorest African country is
Democratic Republic of Congo. We have also
been looking at some of the animals in Africa
but mainly the endangered animals. Some of
them are Cheetahs, Rothschild giraffe, Grieves
zebra, black rhino and white rhino and there is
a lot more. Some of the projects we are doing
on endangered African animals are; Daphne
and Viveka are doing the African Golden Cat
and Sophie is working with Pippa and they are
researching the Black Rhino and White Rhino.
Edan and Hunter are looking at the Addax.
By Sophie and Daphne

When information and permission notes come
home, we would greatly appreciate a speedy
reply regarding tickets required. School
volunteers will be offered tickets if there are
any left after students and families have
replied.

COMMUNITY NOTICES
FOOTY & NETBALL CLINICS AT WHITFIELD

Free - volunteer run, Footy & Netball clinics for
school kids
The clinics run from 4:30pm – 5:30pm (note the
new time) on Thursday’s at the Whitfield Rec.
Reserve. Sausages for the kids after training.
Parent help greatly appreciated!

COMMUNITY NOTICE
COMMUNITY
NOTICE

